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John Dewey’ s Empiricism and Thought of Preschool Education

WU Chungin
(School of Education Science, Jiangsu Second Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China, 210013)

Abstract ;: Dewey’ s naturalistic empiricism criticizes and corrects the dualistic opposition of experience
and nature in traditional philosophy, and holds that experience and nature, life and practice are insepa-
rable. He redefined the concept of experience, thinking that experience is the interaction between sub-
ject and object, and it has educational value only when it meets the two standards of continuity and in-
teraction. Real education is inseparable from experience, as education is an activity to acquire and
transform experience. Dewey’ s thought of preschool education is based on naturalistic empiricism.
Dewey advocated that we should respect the uniqueness of children’ s experience growth, develop chil-
dren’ s experience in life, and develop children’ s thinking in experience; establish a kindergarten cur-
riculum with spatial and temporal continuity ; take games as the main way of children’ s experience, and
make family life as the center of children’ s game; create an interactive environment that stimulating
children’ s interest of learning; and preschool teachers should guide and support this process.

Key words: John Dewey; naturalistic empiricism; views on children; kindergarten curriculum; games
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