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Scrutinizing the Humanistic Value of Key Competencies:
Reflection and Implications Based on
Bruner’s Two Modes of Thinking

YANG Huiwen

(Academy of Educational Sciences, Jiangsu Second Normal University, Nanjing, 210013, China)

Abstract: In the western context, key competencies are usually defined as the core literacies, while
the definition of key competencies in China adds moral elements on the basis of the core literacies,
strengthens the value orientation function as educational goals, and presupposes the humanistic value
orientation of key competencies. However, in the process of defining and implementing the current
concept, problematic is a lack of the humanistic value of key competencies. From the perspective of
Bruner’s two modes of thinking, the crux of the problem lies in the fact that the research logic and
the practical path unilaterally lay particular emphasis on paradigm thinking mode, while ignoring the
necessity and function of narrative thinking. In order to fully manifest the humanistic value of key
competencies, we should introduce narrative thinking into the construction and implementation of
key competencies, expand the conceptual connotation based on narrative thinking, optimize the
implementation path of key competencies, and then enhance the educational function of key
competencies-oriented teaching.

Keywords: key competencies; humanistic value; paradigmatic mode of thinking; narrative mode of

thinking
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